
Research Plot Harvesters
Product Offering and Company Information
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Background of RCI
• Business Created in March, 2004
• New Facility – January 2008 (Mayville, WI)
• Warehouse Addition – Winter 2013/2014
• Newer/Larger facility - 2015
• Allied Supplier to John Deere for Attachments for Hay and 

Forage Equipment
• Short line manufacturer of hay mergers, plot harvesters, 

bagging equipment (Ag-Bag by RCI)
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RCI Plot Harvesters

• Since 2007, RCI has been involved in the plot 
harvester business through:

– Existing plot harvester modifications / specialization
– Specialty harvesting machine development
– Hay, Forage, and Biomass Plot Harvester 

Development and Manufacturing
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RCI Plot Harvester Products

1. Plot Samplers
– Added to existing forage harvester
– Allows for data and sample collection

• NIR Data
• Weights
• Sub sample for lab

2. Plot Harvesters
– Smaller units for smaller plots
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Plot Samplers

• 130S Plot Sampler
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Plot Samplers – cont.
• 130S Plot Sampler

– RCI will adapt to any of the following John Deere machines
• 5000 - 8000 Series Self-Propelled Forage Harvester
• Tractor-Mounted Units
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130S Sampler
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Plot Sampler

• RCI specializes in turn-key plot harvesters that 
include the following:
– Full rebuild of Forage Harvester
– Installation of Plot Sampler
– Calibration of Sampler
– Calibration of NIR Unit
– Configuration for Field Operation
– Annual support and inspection plans
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Advantages of RCI Plot Samplers

• Dedicated hydraulic system including tank
– Eliminates additional load on base machine 

hydraulics
– More reliable

• Better inclusion of NIR data
• Simplicity of operation 
• Better integration to base machine
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Plot Sampler Options
• NIR Technology

– RCI can adapt the John Deere HarvestLab or Zeiss Corona / 
Corona Extreme NIR unit to any plot harvester as desired by 
customer.

– RCI has proprietary software to communicate with the NIR
– RCI also offers data services for custom curves, calibration of 

units, and other support
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Plot Sampler Options
• Stationary / Laboratory NIR Bundle

– Complete with RCI NIR Case, Software, Dish, 
Tamper

– Allows NIR to be used for desktop applications 
throughout the year
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PlotPro by RCI
• Control System for Research Plot Harvesters

– Data Gathering
• NIR Data
• Weights
• GPS (optional)

– Simple System
– Import maps
– Export Data
– Sampler control and data collection in one
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RCI Research Plot Harvesters
• For research plots of Hay, Forage, and Biomass

– General Options
• Width

– 36” or 48”
– 36A or 48A

• Power Unit
– John Deere Front Mower

» 1585 – Cab with a/c and heat
» 1580 – Open Station with Rops and Canopy

• Bagging or Rear Hopper Collection
• Data Collection

– Standard Scale
– PlotPro
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Plot Harvesters - Header

• Header Function
– Flail Cut
– Cross Auger
– Re-cutter Blower
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Plot Harvesters - Samplers

• Sample Hopper Options
– Bagging
– Rear Hopper Attachment
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Plot Harvesters - Bagging
• Bagging kit attaches to

Harvesting unit

16



Plot Harvesters
Rear Hopper Collection

– Small Hopper (15 cu. Ft.)
• Dumps to larger Hopper

–  (42 cu. ft.)
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Plot Harvesters
• 36A/48A Front Mower Mounted Plot Harvester

– John Deere 1585 – cab unit with a/c and heat
– John Deere 1580 – open station
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1585 Terrain Cut with 36A/48A
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For More Information:
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